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As John indicated, I am the Thomas B. Fitzpatrick
Professor of Dermatology at Harvard. Unlike many of you in
this room, I never had the privilege of working beside Dr
Fitzpatrick, or getting to know him as well as I would have
liked. Coming from Washington University 11 years ago, the
heady reality of being asked to occupy the Thomas B
Fitzpatrick chair just three years out of residency was
overwhelming and a bit intimidating. However, TBF was
always friendly, encouraging and seemed pleased that I
was the one who had been appointed Fitzpatrick Professor.
Or at least I gleaned that from comments like ‘‘I wasn’t sure,
but I guess it’s OK that you’re the Fitzpatrick Professor.’’
Around Harvard I would often run into professors and
department chairs in other specialties who, upon learning I
was the Fitzpatrick chair, would say ‘‘He taught me
dermatology when I was a medical student.’’ More than a
few indicated that they had considered dermatology as a
career based upon their interactions with TBF.
The real eye opener for me was when I would travel
abroad to invited lectures. In Europe, being the Fitzpatrick
Professor generated instant respect. In Japan, when I would
be introduced as the Fitzpatrick Professor (often the only
words in the introduction that I could understand), an
audible murmur would bubble up from the crowd, which
would then build to a crescendo—from that moment on, my
treatment bordered on the reverential. Clearly, this was not
based upon my work, but rather the assumption that
anyone who would occupy a chair named for Tom
Fitzpatrick had to be of equal stature. Sadly, this was not
the case. While I am unarguably taller than TBF, I will
consider myself very lucky indeed if at the end of my career
I could be compared in the same breath to this giant among
academic dermatologists.
How do we pay tribute to a man who literally changed the
face of our academic specialty? The current and former
leaders of many of the great dermatology programs in the
country were disciples of the Fitzpatrick training program.
Where would Dermatology be today without the spark of
inspiration and learning that TBF passed to John Parrish,
Barbara Gilchrest, Irwin Freedberg, Lowell Goldsmith, and
Gerry Lazarus, to name but a representative few. We would
be infinitely poorer as a specialty. We in dermatology today
can see far into the future because we stand upon the
shoulders of giants—and none of these stands as tall as
Thomas B Fitzpatrick. How should we remember this great
man? It is useful to recall the words of Gibran, who once
said:
‘‘The light of stars that were extinguished ages ago still
reaches us. So it is with great men who died centuries ago,
but still reach us with the radiations of their personalities.’’
And so it will be with Thomas B. Fitzpatrick, tomorrow, in
10 years, and one hundred years from now. The radiation of
his unique and special personality will endure long after
most of us in this room are gone. It was a privilege to know
him, and it is an enduring privilege to have my name
associated with his as the Thomas B. Fitzpatrick Professor.
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